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as new A.D.
By Gary Shupe
News Editor
VIA EMAIL

Career Services hired a new Assistant
Director over Thanksgiving break. Her
name is Anita Rees.
She officially begins work on
December 4, assisting students and alumni in much the same capacity as Gail
Peshel, Director of C.S.
Anita joins the VUSL staff where her
husband, Warren, is already employed as
the Educational Services and Research
Librarian.
Anita graduated magna cum laude
· with a degree in Psychology from Bethel
College in St. Paul, MN, and earned a
masters degree in Human Resource
Management/Industrial Relations from
the University of Minnesota.
Before corning to VUSL, Anita
worked as a Language Instructor at
Lincoln Christian College as well working in the Ombudsman Office at Southern
Illinois University.
She has also held positions as an
administrative assistant for a Michigan
law firm, a job analyst intern for
Honeywell, Inc. in Minneapolis, and a
program coordinator for the YWCA Teen
Parent Program in Salem, Oregon. Most
recently, Anita worked for Whirlpool in
nearby LaPorte.
Gail said that Anita looks forward to
utilizing her experience in communication, public relations, and human resource
administration to assist
VUSL
students in her new position. The Forum
will interview the new Assistant Director
of Career Services in its next issue.

Photo by Christopher Hedges
Paul Harper dribbles around Bobby Arsanjani at the Sports and Entertainment Law Association's 3-on-3 basketball
tourney.

2L graduation scheduling conflicts
means less time to grade fmal exams
By Gary Shupe
News Editor
VIA EMAIL

A conflict has arisen concerning the graduation date for
the current 2L Class.
Because the faculty must
attend
the
American
Association
of
Law
Professors' conference, held
near the end of Christmas
break, the first week of classes
for the 1997 Spring semester

degrees, and honors would be degrees. However, this option
will be pushed back one week.
calculated on only five semes- may not even be available as
This means that the faculty
the University may not
will not have the usual week ters of work.
Brendan Maher, SBA 2L approve.
before graduation to grade the
When
tentatively
Faculty Rep.,circulated a flyer
finals of the 1997 Class.
Traditionally the underto the 2L's asking whether approached with this option
graduate-side and the Law · they prefer to graduate as
earlier this year, Central
School graduate on the same scheduled, or prefer to wait a Administration was hesitant,
week and graduate with
day. As currently scheduled,
indicating that the Law School
finals will end on Friday, May degrees and honors as is usual. - was already too separated
As the Forum went to press, a from the undergraduate-side.
16, 1997, and graduation will
be on the 18th. Consequently,
majority of 2L's had The Forum will keep you
those law students graduating expressed a preference to wait appraised as events warrant.
would not actually receive the week and graduate with

Congress' tort reform 'sound and fury'
By Gary Shupe
News Editor
VIA EMAIL

The annual Monsanto Lecture
on Tort Reform, underwritten by
the Monsanto Company, was
presented on November 16.
This year's distinguished lecturer, the Honorable Guido
Calabresi, Judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals fqr the Second
Circuit, delivered an exposition
entitled, "What's New in
Torts?", to a packed Tabor
Classroom. Dean Gaffney
appropriately characterized
Judge Calabresi's remarks as
both scintillating and challeng-

ing. Before being appointed to
the Second Circuit in 1994,
Judge Calabresi was Dean of the
Yale Law School, a post he had
held since 1985. He continues
to serve as a member of Yale
Law School faculty, where he
began teaching in 1959. Judge
Calabresi has a long list of honors to his credit, among them he
graduated summa cum laude
from Yale in 1953with a B.A.
degree, in 1958 he graduated
first in his law school class also
from Yale, and he is a Rhodes
Scholar. Following his graduation from law school, Judge
Calabresi clerked for Justice
Black of the U.S. Supreme

Happy Holidays
lVishing YlJll
peace a11d llappiness
ill 1996!
The Forum

Court. He has authored four
books and over 70 articles on the
law and related subjects. His
Honor did not focus much on the
tort reform measures being
deliberated by Congress, as
might be expected in a lecture
exploring what is new in torts.
He described the events in
Congress as a lot of "Sound and
Fury." He said that of all the
things happening with torts
today, the Congressional hearings were the most dramatic but
the least interesting. Judge
Calabresi asserted that the most
important thing in torts today
was the change in thinking
regarding torts and compensa-

tion. Thirty years ago, he maintained, torts operated under an all
or nothing regime, where the
plaintiff was fully compensated
if a case was proven, or received
nothing if the doctrines of contributory negligence or assumption of risk were found to apply.
Today ,Judge Calabresi said,
courts have a tendency to "split"
compensation. That is,instead of
losing an entire damages award
if partially at fault, plaintiffs are
being awarded damage amounts
according to how responsible the
defendant is for the plaintiff's
injuries. Damages are determined by measuring the fault of
the parties, versus how much

society wants to hold them. as
accountable. The Judge cited
Comparative
Fault
and
Statistical Negligence doctrines
as examples of his"splitting"
theory. His Honor thought that
one of the most interesting
things about splitting was that it
appeared to be neither prodefendant or pro-plaintiff, and
had little effect on insurance
rates. Judge Calabresi concluded his remarks by reaffirming
his belief that what is currently
happening in Congress and at
the American Law Institute
regarding torts is unimportant
and illogical.
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ILLINOIS BAR EXAM

George C. Heider, president of
Concordia University, River Forest, Ill.,
will be the speaker at Valparaiso
University's December commencement
ceremony. The service will take place on
Sunday, Dec. 17, at 2:30 p.m. in the
Chapel of the Resurrection.

90%
·Of all bar review
course enrollees
during the last
twenty-five years
have selected

Heider began his service as the ninth
president of Concordia in September
1995. Prior to assuming that position, he
had served as executive vice president for
academic services at Concordia College,
Seward, Neb., since 1987. He had joined
the Concordia, Seward, faculty in 1984 as
assistant professor of theology and was
named a full professor in January of
1995.

T.C. Steele's
·paiDtings
to be on display

RICHARD J. CONVISER'S

Artist Theodore Clement Steele's
painting will be on display Sunday, Dec.
10. through Sunday, Feb 4 at the
Valparaiso Center for the Arts. A joint
brunch and reception with the exhibit
Inaugural Gifts will be held at 12:30 p.m.
on Sunday, Dec. 10. William Gerdts.
professor of art history at City University.
N.Y., will give a lecture on the Steele
exhibit will be at 3 p.m.
The thirty-eight piece collection entitled An American Master of Light, examines the life and work of the Indiana
Impressionist painter whose poetic and
masterfully executed images of the late
19th and early 20th century midwestern
landscape have earned him renewed critical attention in recent year.

BAR REVIEW
176 West Adams, Suite 2100 • Chicago, IL 60603
(312) 782-6616
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the paper. Please use Word Perfect 5.1
on a 3.5" floppy disk (available at the
Library Circulation desk).

"Let the people know the truth and the country will be saved." -- Abraham Lincoln
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CONTRA
MUNDUM
By Felix Ster11fels

Christmas
•

Ill

Christendom
Around this time of the year,
much is made of the secularization of
Christmas and rightly so. Bumper stickers like "Keep Christ in Christmas" can
be seen all over the country. I use to be
of the opinion to let these people go their
own way, realizing the pagans have
always been with us. Just allow us
Christians to celebrate the Christmas of
our ancestors in peace. This obviously
didn't work, and the current pagan view
has come to dominate, so an historical
view of how our Christmas came to be
will serve us well.
There is evidence in the sermons of St.
John Chrysostom that the West was celebrating Christmas as we know it by the
fourth century. Prior to that, the sacred
date was believed to be May 20, promul-

gated by the Emperor Augustus. The
Church, however, concerned with countering the pagan feasts, set the date
December 25, opposite the solar feast
which honored the Unconquered Surl.
We can thank the pagans again

Restaurante

don Quijote
An Evening in Spain
The First Spanish Resaurant in Northwest Indiana

"Tapas " (Spanish Appetizers)
Paella, Seafood and Steak

Specializing in

for the Christmas tree. The tradition
began with the Germanic tribes, who
observed the winter solstice by placing
"the mother tree" in the center of their
camps. The baptized Teutons continued
the feast, but transformed the pagan tree
into the Yule log, still in use today
in Germany.
By the twelfth century, every
nation in Europe was celebrating
Christmas. Our tradition of gift-giving finds its dominant place through
the Feast of St. Nicholas, observed
December 6. But those in northern
Europe accept gifts from the child
Jesus, while Spanish Children have
always waited for the Three Kings
on the Epiphany. Whenever you
celebrate, the date of "Christ's
Mass" has held steady.
Traditionally, three Masses are
said on Christmas: midnight, dawn,
and in the daytime. They represent
Christ in Eternity, in Time, and in
the Souls of the Faithful. It was the

Live Entertainment Every Friday and Saturday Night

15% Student Discount
or $10.00 Off Any Two Dinners
When You Mention This Ad
(Not valid with any other discount or special event)

third Mass that witnessed the
crowning of Charlemagne as the
Holy Roman Emperor in the year

deeply entrenched, the English Puritans
went to work on the idea of Christmas. In
1644, an Act of Parliament declared
Christmas a day of work. All shops were
forced to remain open, and even plum
puddings and mince pies were condemned as being popish. In the Colonies,
the General Court of Massacbus~tts
chimed in with a statute curtailing the
unworthy celebration, claiming it had to
"prevent disorder" (i.e. fun). The punishment for taking off work or feasting was
five shillings! Why be happy when you
are full of sin and marked with the sign of
predestination anyway? Something tells
me the kids on my block wouldn't like
the Puritans.
So there you have the dilemma.
The Puritans want us to open our stores
but do not want anybody to buy anything.
The modem pagans want us to buy everything but believe in nothing. Does not the
child Jesus deserve a better welcoming
after 2000 years? Perhaps we should stop
trying to perfect the "season" and simply
stand in awe as the Kings did that Holy
Night, watching the Son of God thrash
about in swaddling clothes. The elo-

800 by Leo III. This sacred crown-

quence of St. Luke describes the scene

ing of the secular assured the celebration of the Savior's birth for cen-

perfectly: Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is

turies to come . So how has
Christendom reached the point it is
at now?

come to pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us. And they came with haste,
and found Mary, and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger.

With the division of Christianity

Your Community Dentist for 20 Years
Randall E. Williams, D.D.S.
Law Student Discount With Student I.D.
531-0459

For Information or Reservations Call 219-462-797 6
Open for Lunch Monday -Friday II :30 a.m. - 2:30p.m.
Dinner Monday- Thursday 5:30p.m.- 9:30p.m.
Friday & Saturday 5:00p.m. - II :00 p.m.

Mon. & Thur. 1pm to 8pm
Tue., Wed. & Fri. 8am to 4:30pm
Sat. 8am to 11 noon

119 E. Lincolnway, Downtown Valparaiso, IN
Randall E. Williams. D.D.S.

800 Wall Street. Valpo
Inside the TCU Building
Behind Aldi off Calumet
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New

Just because radio has been
around longer that T.V.~,
would you rather listen to a
Bulls game or WATCH it?

restaurants

add
culinary
excitement
to Valpo's
palate
By Andrew Hartman
Contributor
Those who know me (or
have seen me at the beach) can
attest to my expertise and experience in the lo.cal restaurant market. Like most law students, my
personal culinary attache' usually goes by the name of Burger
King, Dairy Queen, or Pesto,
depending on my daily tastes or
relative financial situation.
This is why, when two
new restaurants opened in
Valparaiso in a two-week period,
I was very excited and eager to
investigate. On November 1st,
Northern Harvest Bread and
Pasta Co. opened on Calumet
Avenue (next to Pesto's). On
November 15, Fazoli's opened
its doors down the street, in the
County
Seat
Shopping
Megacomplex. Both are predominantly "pasta joints", yet each
has a unique atmosphere, service
and wallet impact.
True to my investigative fever, I managed to hit each
restaurant on opening day. It was
quickly apparent that I was not
alone in my quest to find new
places to eat. Both were packed
and the wait was considerable.
At Northern Harvest, however,
this waiting period was a treat.
While waiting for your table, you
are free to sample one of Northern
Harvest's many types of fresh-baked
bread (chocolate-cherry was my personal
favorite) and you may top the bread with
one of several different types of butter,
from garlic to honey flavored. Northern
Harvest also provides a wide array of coffees and· any and all menu items are available for carry-out. Rumor has it that they
open at 7 a.m. (yeah, I'll meet you there)
for those of you who like to grab a bagel
and cup of joe on the way to class.
In a word, I thought the food
was excellent. My investigative sidekick
sampled a mammoth portion of homemade Macaroni & Cheese, which was
equally divine. I was served a massive

•
•
•
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CLOSE loolc at:

Fully updated textbool<s scrutinized by-the experts
at West Publishing
New multistate testing software for windows
Top national lecturers teaching exactly what you
need to l<now to pass the bar

Thinlc about it ...
West has the experience and the tools
you need to pass the bar the first time!
l (800)443-3075 ext. 7356.

portion of Angel Hair Pasta with Sun
Dried Tomatoes, and yet another huge
basket of bread and butter. Thankfully,
Powerhouse Gym is right around the corner. Anyway, we both had enough for
lunch the next day which justified the
total bill for two of $18.75 plus tip. If you
prefer something other than pasta,
Northern Harvest features Brick Oven
Pizza, Roasted Chicken, Pork Tenderloin,
Seafood, Salads, and a lunch menu chock
full o' sandwiches. Our table service was
pretty rusty but they're learning fast. The
atmosphere is intimate, in a laid-back sort
of way, which means nothing except that
you will enjoy taking a date to Northern
Harvest and can get away with wearing

jeans and a sweatshirt if that's your style
at the moment.
Fazoli's is your pasta-on-the-run
connection. The average meal for one will
run you about $5.00, which includes all
the breadsticks and drinks you can shovel
away if you dine in. They even give you
breadsticks while you wait in line!
Fazoli' s features both drive-thru and
carry-ou t service. Dining service at
Fazoli' s is excellent, and the food is well
worth the visit. Fazoli's is a 63-restaurant
chain and the experience shows. Their
menu includes all traditional pasta dishes,
a meatball sandwich, salads, cheesecakes
and the now famous Fazoli's Italian Ice. I
recommend the sampler platter, com-

prised of generous portions of Lasagna,
Fettuccini Alfredo, and Spaghetti.
Because I had a story to write, I made
sure to sample the cheesecake as well and
it was delicious. Fazoli's is offering all
law students a free Italian Ice with your
next visit when you bring in the coupon
located somewhere near this article.
On balance, both Northern
Harvest and Fazoli' s would be worth the
break from the fast food rut here in
Valparaiso. I would be happy to accompany anyone (your treat) who is wary of
trying out the new joints on their own.
And if any of you should doubt my objectivity, don't worry. I visited Fazoli's two
nights in a row just to be sure.

